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that the Junta wish to suggest that the Basque Govern-
ment are bombing and killing their own people.
Morning Post, April 29, 1937.

Against all this we have the assurances of certain
gentlemen, who most assuredly were not there, that the
town was burnt down in a fit of pique by the departing
soldiery.

The clearing up of this enclave took longer than
had been expected by the Republican Government,
which, once it was found to be impossible to send
assistance by land, sea, or air, resigned itself to its loss.
Bilbao did not fall until June 19th and Gijon until three
months later. The Basques and Asturians lost very
heavily, but their dogged defence forced General Franco
to delay operations on the other front until the autumn,
and this gave the Government time to build up and train
an army, and collect more transport.

The absence of any serious fighting on the main from
was significant. It seems probable that Signor Musso-
lini hoped to starve out eastern Spain while the Germans
were 'mopping up* the north of the country. Extra-
ordinary events were happening in the western Mediter-
ranean. All through April and May the German and
Italian navy and air force were busy round the Balearic
Islands, and it was a period of continual attacks on
the eastern ports. In May some Government aeroplanes
retaliated on Ibiza, and, probably accidentally, managed
to drop a bomb on the Deutschland, killing some twenty
men. The German navy then retaliated by openly
shelling Almeria, a completely defenceless and over-
crowded sea-side town and small port. The naval
control system, which everyone in eastern Spain knew
to be a farce, broke down completely. Italian sub-